
Literature – Fifth Edition Update 
 
For the Fourth Edition there were more than 1,200 stories submitted.  For the Fifth Edition there were 
2,393 story submissions from A.A. members. Because of the high volume of submissions for the Fifth 
Edition, in 2023-2024 members of the Fifth Edition Big Book subcommittee engaged additional 
volunteer readers who, along with the subcommittee, reviewed stories. This facilitated the 
subcommittee’s selection of 159 stories for further consideration. 
 
Emphasis was placed on selecting stories with depth and weight that would help a newcomer 
identify and find hope. In the end, a final set of 26 new stories were selected. These stories reflect 
A.A.’s geographic diversity and include stories of those who got sober as young people and those who 
got sober later in life. The stories also reflect different kinds of lived experiences, including those who 
identify as being part of remote communities, those who came to the U.S. or Canada as immigrants, 
members who identify as part of the LGBTQ+ community and those who have served in the military. 
These new stories also include members who got sober during periods of incarceration and some 
who struggled with the notion of a Higher Power. All found sobriety, hope and a new way of life through 
the program of Alcoholics Anonymous. 
 
After reviewing that feedback, the subcommittee recommended that of the 42 personal stories in the 
Fourth Edition, twelve should be included in the Fifth Edition, including: 
 

 
 
As part of a Committee Consideration, the committee discussed the suggestion to publish the 
personal stories from the Fourth Edition of Alcoholics Anonymous not included in the Fifth Edition of 
Alcoholics Anonymous and suggested that the trustees’ Literature Committee: 



➢ Provide more information on expected costs, potential sales and break-even point. 
➢ Provide more information about whether the proposed book would be more successful as a 
revised version of Experience, Strength and Hope or as a new standalone volume. 
➢ Consider renaming the book to avoid confusion with the newly approved Part II section of the Fifth 
Edition of Alcoholics Anonymous, also titled “Experience, Strength and Hope.” 
 
The Fifth Edition is expected to be available before the end of 2026. 


